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William (Bill) Randall is Professor Emeritus of
Gerontology at St. Thomas University in Canada, and
Derek Brewer Visiting Fellow at Emmanuel College,
Cambridge, for the Lent term of 2023/24. During his
years of researching and writing about later life, he
has focused primarily on the biographical (vs
biological) complexities of ageing—a process in which
young and old alike are involved—and how the
stories by which we understand and experience our
lives are forever evolving. A native of rural New
Brunswick with degrees from Harvard, Princeton
Seminary, and the University of Toronto, he has
authored or co-authored over 70 publications on
narrative gerontology, a field he helped to pioneer.
Among these are 10 books, including: The Stories We
Are: An Essay on Self-Creation (University of Toronto
Press) as well as Reading Our Lives: The Poetics of
Growing Old and The Narrative Complexity of
Ordinary Life: Tales from the Coffee Shop, both by
Oxford University Press. (www.williamlrandall.com)
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